
war toys in Playcentre 

remove the defence of 'parental disciplining' 
for those charged with assault against their 
children. Although Playcentre members 
hold their own individual views about 
these developments, as an organisation, 
Playcentre has long been committed to 
making Playcentres safe places for children. 
For example, recognising and responding to 
violence against children has been a part of 
the Playcentre Adult Education programme 
since the 1990s (although much less has 
been said about helping the women who 
might be experiencing violence). Further, 
the Playcentre Federation had had a 'no 
smacking' policy for long enough that it 
was no longer questioned. 
There is no doubt that children born and 

raised in Aotearoa New Zealand are more 
likely to experience violence through family 
situations than through war. Does this 
make a ban on commercially bought war 
toys irrelevant? Personally, I think not. In a 
society that is more and more accepting of 
violent images through all types of media, 
I believe it is more important than ever to 
make Playcentres a safe space for children. 

Commercially made war toys encourage an 
attitude of acceptance of violence, and make 
violence a normal feature of life. They have 
none of the creative or research benefits of 
a self-made toy, and it is hard to engage 
in a conversation with children about the 
negative aspects of such a toy if it has 
been provided by the adults and therefore, 

implicitly condoned. We cannot change the 
world in one easy step, but we can make 
our Playcentres places where children do not 
necessarily experience violence. 

Suzanne Manning, 
Hutt Association Life member 
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Exploring play with weapons 
A while ago in a coffee shop in Taup6 

there was a box full of tiny soldiers. 
My son, Harry, instantly started to play 
with them, normally I would have been 
very hesitant but I have been reading a lot 
into weapon/superhero play so I decided to 
roll with it. He lined them all up, I asked him 
what he was doing and he said they are 
looking for treasure. He played with them 
for about 30 minutes, and there was no 
shooting, just hunting for treasure. 
So a few weeks later he was sent some 

pocket money from his grandparents and 
he asked if he could spend it on some 
soldiers, we said yes. We went and got 
some and when we got home he was very 
excited to play with them. Again, he lined 
them up and this time there was shooting, 
I asked what are they shooting and he 
said water bombs. We discussed who 
was he shooting them at and why, and 
he said they were having a battle. I didn't 
want to interfere too much so I sat back 
and observed. 
A few days later, he was dressed as a 

cowboy and again playing with his soldiers. 

I asked him where do the soldiers live and 
he said in the bush. So we went and got 
paper and he drew a camp with tents and 
fire. So now the play had changed and we 
were playing and learning about survival. 
We discussed food, and he drew a pond 
for fish and an apple tree for his fruit. I 
asked about water and he said we couldn't 
get it from the pond because the water 
was dirty, so he drew a tap as there are 
always taps at campsites! He spent ages 
drawing his map. We got some animals, a 
cow for milk and chickens for eggs. There 
was a lot of imaginative play happening 
and questions around what to eat, how to 
cook it, where does it come from and team 
work. The next day on session he made a 
truck at the carpentry table, which as soon 
as he got home he put the soldiers on and 
drove them around the campsite he drew. 
Harry has now started playing knights, 

we used a long stick and some string to 
make a bow. Mostly when he is a knight 
his younger sister is the princess and he 
is keeping her safe, although when she 
doesn't want to sit still anymore he gives 

her the job of gathering the sticks for the 
campfire to cook their dinner on. Weapons 
are present in the play, although they are 
not really used. They are mainly used to 
protect the castle and his sister. 
I can not say that his weapon play will 

always be about survival and protection, 
but at least it is a good place to start (if 
there is a good place). We have started the 
communication, rather then me saying no 
and him doing it with friends or when I am 
not looking. He does pretend to use guns, 
but we have a rule that we do not aim the 
guns at people and nine times out of ten 
(or when lam near) it is a water pistol, and 
a potion comes out which puts animals 
that are attacking him to sleep. I can say I 
want him to have fun and explore different 
things/roles/situations through play. 
First of all I was very much against weapon 

play. I agree it does not have a place at 
Playcentre and it needs to be redirected, 
but it does outside Playcentre. My reasons 
for this are; 
Our children need to experiment 

with their imagination in a safe place 
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